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0367
Office of the Secretary of State
March Fong Eu

1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820
TOO: (800)833-8683

May 19, 1986

TO:
FROM:

ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS AND COUNTY CLERKS (86101)

EBO
Assi tant to the Secretary of State
Elections and Political Reform

Pursuant to Elections Code 3520(b) you are hereby notified
that the total number of signatures to the hereinafter named
proposed INITIATIVE STATUTE filed with all county clerks is
less than 100 percent of the number of qualified voters
required to find· the petition sufficient; therefore, the
petition h~s failed.
TITLE:

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
VETERANS BOARD.
INITIATIVE STATUTE

SUMMARY DATE:

December 10, 1985

PROPONENT:

Renie J. Champagne
Donald J. Sweat
Jerry A. Williams

DS/lgw

F.INIT

--'

.'
O£6ce of the Secretary of State
March Fang Eu

1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Elections Division
(916) 445-0820

December 10, 1985

TO ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENT (8559)
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, we transmit herewith a copy
of the Title and Summary prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed
Initiative Measure entitled:
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. VETERANS BOARD.
Initiative Statute

Circulating and Filing Schedule
1.

Minimum number of signatures required ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 393,835
Cal. Const., Art. II, Sec. 8(b).

2.

Official Summary Date •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tuesday, 12/10/85
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.

3.

Petition Sections:
a.

First day Proponent can circulate Sections for signatures •••• Tuesday, 12/10/85
Elec. C., Sec. 3513.

b.

Last day Proponent can circulate and file with the county.
All Sections are to be filed at the same time within each
county ...................................................... Friday, 5/9/86+

Elec. C., Secs. 3513, 3520(a).
c.

Last day for county to determine total number of
signatures affixed to petition and to transmit total
to the Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Friday, 5/16/86

(If the Proponent files the petition with the county on a date prior to
5/9/86, the county has five working days from the filing of the petition
to determine the total number of signatures affixed to the petition and to
transmit the total to the Secretary of State.) Elec. C., Sec. 3520(b).

+ PLEASE NOTE:

To the Proponent who may wish to qualify for the 1986 General
Election. The law allows up to approximately 67 days for county election officials to check and report petition signatures and transmit results. The law
also requires that this process be completed 131 days before the election in
which the people will vote on the initiative. It is possible that the county
may not need precisely 67 days. But if you want to be sure that this 1n1tiative qualifies for the 1986 General Election, you should file this petition
with the county before April 18, 1986.

;
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VETERANS BOARD.

d.

Secretary of State determines whether the total
number of signatures filed with all county clerks
meets the minimum number of required signatures,
and notifies the counties •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• Thursday, 5/22/86**

e.

Last day for county to determine total number of
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to
transmit certificate with a blank copy of the
petition to the Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••• Friday, 6/6/86
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to
determine the number of qualified voters who
signed the petition on a date other than 5/16/86,
the last day is not later than the fifteenth day
after the county's receipt of notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3520(d), (e).

f.

If the signature count is more than 433,218 or
less than 354,452, then the Secretary of State
certifies the petition has qualified or failed,
and notifies the counties. If the signature count
is between 354,452 and 433,218 inclusive, then the
Secretary of State notifies the counties using the
random sampling technique to determine the
validity of all signatures .•••••.•....••••••..•.••••••..• Thursday, 6/12/86**

g.

Last day for county to determine actual number
of all qualified voters who signed the petition,
and to transmit certificate with a blank copy of
the petition to the Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••• Saturday, 7/12/86
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to
determine the number of qualified voters who have
signed the petition on a date other than
6/6/86, the last day is not later than the
thirtieth day after county's receipt of
notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3521(b), (c).

h.

Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has
been signed by the number of qualified voters required
to declare the petition sufficient ••••••••••••••••••••••• Tuesday, 7/15/86

**Date varies based on receipt of county certification.
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4.

VETERANS BOARD.

Campaign Statements:
Last day to file a campaign statement of receipts
and expenditures for period ending 6/6/86 ••••••••• Friday, 6/13/86
(If the Secretary of State finds that the measure has
either qualified or failed to qualify on a date earlier
than 5/9/86 the last date to file is the 35th calendar
day after the deadline for filing petitions or the date
of notification by the Secretary of State that the
measure has either qualified or failed to qualify, whichever
is earlier. The closing date for the campaign statement
is seven days prior to the filing deadline.)
Gov. C., Sees. 84200(d), 84202(j).

5.

The Proponents of the above named measure are:
Renie J. Champagne
Jerry A. Williams
Donald J. Sweat
California veterans of Foreign Wars
c/o Donald J. Sweat, State Legislative Advocate
7111 Governors Circle
Sacramento, California 95823
(916) 424-1684

DEBORAH SEILER
Assistant to ~~e Secretary of State
Elections and political Reform

NOTE TO PROPONENT: Your attention is directed to Elections Code
Sections 41, 44, 3501, 3507, 3508, 3516, 3517, and 3519 for appropriate
format and type considerations in printing, typing, and otherwise preparing
your initiative petition for circulation and signatures. Your attention
is further directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the
Political Reform Act of 1974, Government Code Section 81000 et seq.

JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP

Attorney General

State of California

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
1515 K STREET. SUITE 511
SACRAMENTO 95814
(916) 445-9555

December 10, 1985

(916) 324-5472
..
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Honorable March Fong Eu
Secretary of State
1230 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814
Dear Mrs. Eu:

I the oft\c:e . . . . s.a.wy .. Shate
n
of the &1* of Call1wilia

DEC 101985
MARCH FONG EU, Secreta\l of State

By.

f)r,,*~'r
uty·

Initiative Title and Summary.
Our File No. SA85RF0013

Re:

Pursuant to the provisions of section 3503 and 3513 of the
Elections code, you are hereby notified that on this day we
mailed to the proponent(s) of the above identified proposed
initiative our title and .~um~ary.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the
proponent(s), a copy of our title and summary, a declaration
of mailing thereof, and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records, the
name(s) and addressees) of the proponent(s) is as stated on
the declaration of mailing.
Very truly yours,
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorney General
..

~

'"-,,,

Robert Burton
Deputy Attorney General
Enclosure

(RF-10, 6/83)
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Date:
File No.:

December 10, 1985
SA85RF0013

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following
title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the
proposed measure:
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
STATUTE.

VETERANS BOARD.

Removes Veterans Affairs Department from the State

and Consumer Services Agency.

Establishes new Veterans Board

as an independent agency to replace present board.
fo~

INITIATIVE

Provides

appointment of three board members by Governor, two by

Speaker of Assembly, and two by Senate Rules Committee.

New

board given authority to determine the policies for all
operations of the department, to specify qualifications for
department management positions, to appoint legal counsel to
assist the board, and to hear and adjudicate applications of
veterans for rights, benefits, or services which have been
denied by the department.

Summary of estimate of Legislative

Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and
local governments:

Adoption of this measure will not result in

a substantive change in state costs for the establishment of an
independent veterans board and expenses relating to staffing
needs of the board.

INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS

The Attorney General of California has prepared the
following title and summary of the chief purpose and points of
the proposed measure:

(Here set forth the title and summary prepared by the
Attorney General.

This title and summary must also be printed

across the top of each page of the petition whereon signatures
are -to appear.)

TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CALIFORNIA

We, the undersigned, registered, qualified voters of
California, residents of

County (or City and County),

hereby propose amendments to the Military and Veterans Code,
relating to veterans and petition the Secretary of State to
submit the same to the voters of California for their adoption or
rejection at the next succeeding general election or at any
special statewide election prior to that general election or
otherwise provided by law.

The proposed statutory amendments

read as follows:

1

PROPOSED LAW

CALIFORNIA VETERANS BOARD AND DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

SECTION 1.

Section 63 of the Military and Veterans Code

is repealed.
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SEC. 2.

Section 63 is added to the Military and

Veterans Code, to read:

63.

There is in state government the California

Veterans Board, an independent agency composed of seven members
who shall be veterans as defined in Section 800 or 980 of this
code or in Section 18540.4 of the Government Code appointed to
four-year terms as provided in Section 64.

SEC. 3.

Section 64 of the Military and Veterans Code is

repealed.
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SEC. 4.

Section 64 is added to the Military and

Veterans Code, to read:

64.

Of the seven members of the board, three shall be

appointed by the Governor subject to confirmation by the Senate,
two by the Senate Committee on Rules, and two by the Speaker of
the Assembly.

The members of the board holding office on the

date of adoption by the people of the act adding this section may
complete the terms to which they were appointed.

Thereafter, the

first vacancy shall be filled by the Governor, the second by the
Senate Committee on Rules, the third by the Speaker of the
Assembly, and vacancies shall continue to be filled in this
manner as they occur.

A vacancy in any position on the board

occurring before expiration of the term for that position shall
be filled by the appointing power for the balance of that term.

SEC. 5.

Section 65 of the Military and Veterans Code is

repealed.
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Section 65 is added to the Military and

Veterans Code, to read:

3

ef
ee

65.

(a)

The board shall determine the policies for all

operations of the department.

(b)

The board may, consistent with Article VII of the

California Constitution, specify the professional or technical
expertise or prior military experience, or both, which
constitutes the necessary qualifications for any management
position within the department filled by appointment of the
director.

The board may, consistent with Article VII of the

California Constitution, require that first preference for
employment within the department be given to veterans disabled as
a result of military service and that second preference be given
to other veterans.

(c)

In addition to the positions specified in

Section 71, the board may appoint a legal counsel to expedite
disposition of all legal matters coming before the board and
staff to assjst the board in its functions and duties.

SEC. 7.

Section 66 of the Military and Veterans Code is
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Section 66 is added to the Military and

Veterans Code, to read:

66.

There is in state government the Department of

Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 9.

Section 67 of the Military and Veterans Code is

repealed.
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SEC. 10.

Section 67 is added to the Military and

Veterans Code, to read:

67.

(a)

The director is appointed by the Governor,

subject to confirmation by the Senate, and serves at the pleasure
of the Governor.
5

(b)

The director is, subject to civil service, the

appointing power for all positions within the department.

The

director has no appointment authority over the board.

SEC. 11.

Section 72 of the Military and Veterans Code

is repealed.

SEC. 12.

Section 72 is added to the Military and

Veterans Code, to read:

72.

(a)

The board may hear and adjudicate the

application of any person claiming to be a veteran for any right,
benefit, or service administered by the department which has been
denied, or the grievance of any such person who alleges injury or
damage by any. act or omission of the department.

(b)

The board may require the director to attend and

participate in any hearing held under this section.

SEC. 13.

Section 75 of the Military and Veterans Code

is repealed.
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SEC. 14.

Section 80 of the Military and Veterans Code

is repealed.
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JOIiX l\. '-.-\X DE KUIP
.{t/orney General
1.515 K STREET. SLUE .511
S:\cR:"~IE~TO 9.5614
,916; 445-9555

December la, 1985

(916) 324-5472

Renie J. Champagne/Jerry A. Williams/Donald J. Sweat
California Veterans of Foreign Wars
c/o Donald J. Sweat, State Legislative Advocate
7111 Governors Circle
Sacramento, CA 95823
Re:

Initiative Title and Summary.
Subject: Establishment of New Veterans Board
Our File No. SA85RF0013

Pursuant to your request, we have prepared the attached
title and summary of the chief purposes and points of the
above identified proposed initiative. A copy of our letter
to the Secretary of State, as required by Elections Code
sections 3503 and 3513, our declaration of mailing, and the
text of your proposal that was considered is attached.
The Secretary of State will be sending you shortly a copy
of the circulating and filing schedule for your proposal
that will be issued by that office.
Please send us a copy of the petition after you have it
printed.
This copy is not for our review or approval, but
to supplement our file in this matter.
Very truly yours,
JOHN K. VAN DE RAMP
Attorney General

~v

,j

•

Robert Burton
Deputy Attorney General
Attachment

(RF-9, 6/83)

DECLARATION OF MAILING
The" undersigned Declarant, states as follows:
I am over the age of 18 years and not a proponent
of the within matter; my place of employment and business
address is 1515 K Street, Suite 511, Sacramento, California
95814.
On the date shown below, I mailed a copy or copies
of the attached letter to the proponents, by placing a true
copy thereof in an envelope addressed to the proponents
named below at the addresses indicated, and by sealing and
depositing said envelope or envelopes in the United States
mail at Sacramento, California, with postage prepaid. There
is delivery service by United States mail at each of the
places so addressed, or there is regular communication by
mail between the place of mailing and each of the places so
addressed.
Date of Mailing:
Subject:

December 10 , 1985

Establishment of New Veterans Board

Our File No.:

SA85RF0013

Name. of Proponent(s) and Address(es):
Renie J. Champagne/Jerry A. Williams/Donald J. Sweat
Veterans of Foreign Wars
c/o Donald J. Sweat, State Legislative Advocate
7111 Governors Circle
Sacramento, CA 95823

.~alifornia

I declare under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.
Executed at Sacramento, California on December 10, 1985.

Declarant
( RF - 10 a , 1 / 83)

Veterans of foreign Wars of the United States

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA
7111 GOVERNORS C:RClE
SACRAMENTO, CALFORN!A 95B23
(916j :12·1· 1684

-;s-~~ 1~\~
September 23, 1985

.John K. Van de Camp
Attorney General
Please prepare
attached.

costs.

J.

title and summary of the draft initiative which is

A check for $200.00 is also attached to cover the related

//.."J"~ ,_,..-(
,,/'
./,
It-.J,
'" \~ ~. -DONALD SWEAT

..

-~..... _", : .. ~ ...

State Legislative Advocate

Encs.

VrJ1W"'~

Vllor.1I 01 Forll,' Wort .1
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CALIFORNIA
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DONALD J. SWEAT
STATE LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE

2~06

TROWER AVENUE
NAPA, CA 94558

~ZG

...

(707) 226-9239

from: Secretary of State :March Fong En
.

1230 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 445-6375

For Immediate Release
December 11, 1985

Contact:

Caren Daniels-Meade

VETERANS BOARD INITIATIVE BEGINS CIRCULATION REPORTS EU

SACRAMENTO -

Secretary of State March Fong Eu announced today (Dec. 11)

that she has given three members of the California Veterans of Foreign Wars
the go-ahead to begin gathering signatures in an effort to qualify an initiative
to create an independent Veterans Board.
If it becomes law, this measure would remove the Department of Veterans

Affairs from the State and Consumer Services Agency

a~d

establish a new Veterans

Board as an independent agency, replacing the present board.

The new board

would consist of seven members, three appointed by the governor subject to
Senate confirmation, two by the Senate Committee on Rules, and two by the
Speaker of the Assembly.

The new board would determine the policies for all

operations of the department, specify qualifications for management positions,
appoint legal counsel to assist the board, and hear and adjudicate applications
of veterans for "any right, benefit or service administered by the department
which has been denied."
Proponents Renie J. Champagne, Jerry A. Williams and Donald J. Sweat must
collect at least 393,835 signatures of registered voters to qualify the initiative statute, titled "Department of Veterans Affairs.
the ballot.

Veterans Board," for

The last day to file signatures with county elections officials is

May 9; however, if they wish to qualify the initiative for the 1986 general
election, the proponents are encouraged to submit the petition before April 18
to allow

suffi~ient

time for the full signature verification process before the

constitutional deadline of June 26.
Proponents can be reached at (916) 424-1684.
A copy of the initiative, its title and summary and circulation calendar is
attached.
#1#
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